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November 19th, 2024 

 

To:  

Mayor and Councillors  

communityinput@ucluelet.ca 

Copied to: 

Duane Lawrence, CAO 
Bruce Greig, Director of Community Planning 
John Towgood, Municipal Planner 
District of Ucluelet 
 

RE: 221 MINATO ROAD – OCP & SUBDIVISION APPLICATION – FLOOD ASSURANCE STATEMENT  

Dear Councillors, 

ERIF Economic Restoration Infrastructure Fund Inc (ERIF) is pleased to provide the following 
supplementary documents for the OCP Amendment and Subdivision proposed for the Development 
Permit for 221 Minato lodged on September 20, 2024, and Revision A lodged November 3.  

The DOU requested a further flood report and Flood Assurance Statement to support subdivision 
and development of the site. This report has been prepared by BC’s most highly regarded Costal 
Engineers, Kerr Wood Leidal (KWL) and the draft flood documents have been submitted.   

The Flood Hazard Assessment supports the proposed development of Lots 1, 2, 4, and 5 and a Flood 
Assurance Statement can be issued for these lots.  

A Flood Risk Assessment is provided for the final Lot, Lot 3, which is proposed to develop with eleven 
single family homes.  This risk assessment supports the proposed development of Lot 3 and can be 
finalised with written support from Council. 

The Flood Report is marked as ‘draft’ because in section 8, the flood engineers request that Council 
review the Risk Assessment for Lot 3 (excerpted below) and confirm that the ‘low’ risk level identified 
is acceptable. Once this is received the flood Report will be finalised and Flood Assurance Statement 
issued. This confirmation of acceptable risk is required because the DOU Tsunami Interim Policy does 
not provide a general acceptable risk level, but requires a site-specific assessment. 

The Risk Assessment provides detailed modelling of the potential economic and physical loss to the 
eleven homes on Lot 3 in the event of major tsunami. It confirms the assessed risk level as ‘low’ with 
a ratio of 1:142,000 annual chance of fatality. It sets out international best practices standard of risk 
assessment and provides support for this risk level being acceptable by those standards. 

In response to this risk assessment, ERIF has prepared a detailed Risk Management Plan with 
evacuation plan, carefully reviewed with Ucluelet’s Fire Chief responsible for emergency response. 
ERIF has proposed structural mitigation measures to raise the homes above the reported flood level. 
KWL have tested this modelling and confirmed their assessed risk levels support the proposed 
development as safe and suitable for a Flood Assurance Statement.  

To finalise the report and provide the requested Flood Assurance Statement, KWL’s flood engineer 
has requested correspondence from the Council to confirm the risk level is acceptable noting:  

Incorporation No: BC 1319635 
2200, 885 Georgia St West, Vancouver, British Columbia, CA V6C 3E8 
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The Council has reviewed the Risk Assessment prepared by Kerr Wood Leidel for 221 Minato Rd, Ucluelet 
and confirms that the risk set out in the report is acceptable including: 

o That this development may proceed in the absence of a standard dike.  
o That the development of Lot 3 with 11 houses represents a nominal increase to the housing 

density on the DoU tsunami floodplain.  
o That the risk of mortality associated with the development of Lot 3 is acceptable (1:142,000 

annually). 

We ask that the Council provide this correspondence so that the Flood Engineers can finalise their 
report and provide the requested Flood Assurance Statement.  

With the flood documentation as the final document requested now complete for this submission, we 
ask that the Council consider the proposed OCP and By Law Amendment for subdivision and 
development at their upcoming meeting on December 10 2024. This will enable us to provide 
appropriate public notice periods before the end of the year.  

We trust this report provides what is required to move forward with the letter requested. Please reach 
out if there are any further questions we can assist with.  

We look forward to the application being presented to Council so we can move toward construction 
of this much needed housing to provide for Ucluelet’s flourishing future.  

In partnership,  

 

 

Joshua Hunt 

CEO – ERIF Sustainable Solutions 
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Report link: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ytjEWqk6VT2PAzUVmQ1-Vc9qkq9C5JVJ?usp=sharing   

 

 

 

APPENDIX A – Lot 3, 221 Minato Rd Ucluelet – Risk Assessment KWL Nov 19 2024 
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