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Industrial  
Light Industrial  
This designation provides for a variety of light and medium 
industrial uses, such as food processing and wood-based 
manufacturing industries, including service commercial and light 
industrial uses. This designation applies to lands along Forbes 
Road. 

Marine Industrial  
This designation applies to the upland side of commercial marine 
properties and provides for a variety of water-dependent and 
supportive light and medium industrial uses, such as fish 
processing and unloading, ice plants, marine repair and 
manufacturing industries, marine fuel services and other marine 
light industrial uses.  

This designation generally applies to lands with existing marine 
infrastructure fronting the harbour.  

Public Institutional  
This designation includes community and institutional uses, such 
as schools, libraries, recreation areas, health facilities, supportive 
housing, policing and emergency services, municipal buildings 
and facilities (e.g. the sewage lagoon on Hyphocus Island) and 
religious institutions. This category also includes lands 
supporting public utilities such as electrical and data 
transmission networks. 

Water Areas 
Water Lots 
This designation applies to all areas of current and anticipated 
foreshore leases as designated in Schedule A.  

Uses are subject to future review but may include docks, 
moorage of fishing vessels, loading/unloading of marine vessels, 
fish processing and support industry, tourist and recreation 
facilities including marinas and boat launches, marine residential, 
environmental protection, utilities and log storage. 

Small Craft Harbour 
These foreshore leases are held by the Department of Fisheries 
and Oceans and are managed by the District.  A range of 
activities are permitted, including private boat moorage and 
other recreational pursuits, commercial fishing and guiding 
enterprises. 

Marine Conservation 
This designation applies to marine areas intended for 
conservation and transient recreational uses only; expansion of 
foreshore tenures and long-term vessel moorage are not 
supported within the Marine Conservation areas. Offshore rocks 
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and islets shown as Marine Conservation on Schedule A are 
intended to be left in their natural state. 

Village Square and Commercial Core 

Village Square 
The Ucluelet Village Square area is the heart of the community 
and Ucluelet’s main gathering and shopping destination.  It is a 
compact area comprised of those lands within an approximate 
five-minute walk (500 metre radius) of Main Street and Peninsula 
Road.  

The Village Square area is oriented toward the waterfront 
acknowledging the critical role the harbour continues to play in 
the community’s identity and prosperity.  Access and views to 
the water are a community priority.   

As the main commercial and mixed-use area of Ucluelet, the 
Village Square area is a welcoming place for community 
members and visitors alike. 

Other designations also located within the core area of Ucluelet 
include Institutional, Multi-Family Residential, Residential and 
Parks and Open Space.  

The Village Square designation contains the broadest range of 
services and land uses in the District. This includes retail, 
professional offices, health care, administrative, financial, tourist 
accommodation and supporting uses, cultural and community 
services and residential.   

Marine Industrial uses that require access to the harbour are also 
permitted in key locations, including the UHS fish plant.  

Service commercial uses (e.g. gas stations and other similar 
uses oriented toward the automobile) are located outside of the 
Village Square in order to maintain its strong pedestrian focus.  

The Village Square provides for multi-family residential options in 
and around the core. This housing is located in mixed-use 
buildings and expands the community’s affordable housing 
choices.    

The Village Square has the community’s highest densities and 
building forms, yet is designed to respect views and existing 
character.  It is appealing and safe for pedestrians of all ages.  

The architectural style and urban design of the Village Square 
reflects Ucluelet’s unique history and coastal context. High 
quality urban design enhances the public realm and the 
pedestrian environment. Village Square uses are designed to 
transition sensitively to adjoining areas. 
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Generally vessel off-loading and other heavy industrial uses are 
not encouraged at Main Street Dock. Other existing public and 
private wharfs within the harbour may be more suitable for such 
activities. 

Marine Conservation 

All water areas located between the shoreline and the District 
boundaries, excluding areas designated as water lots, are 
designated as “Marine Conservation”. Offshore rocks and islets 
shown as Marine Conservation on Schedule A are intended to be 
left in their natural state. 

Marine Conservation Policies: 
Policy 3.130 Invite regional partners to participate in developing 
a comprehensive “Healthy Inlet / Safe Harbour” management 
plan for the Ucluelet Inlet, including: 

 habitat sensitivity, protection and enhancement;
 co-ordinated approach to cleanup and avoiding future

contamination (sewage, plastics, derelict vessels, etc.);
 coordinated policy for liveaboard moorage and sewage

disposal;
 overview of type, amount and location of landing and

moorage facilities.
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intention to retain and protect as many healthy trees or pockets 
of forest cover as possible. 

Policy 3.174 Hyphocus Island is currently zoned as Rural 
Reserve Residential.  The zoning of these lands should allow for 
limited residential development.   This reflects the desired future 
use as primarily clustered residential pattern with substantial tree 
retention and significant public open space and institutional (i.e., 
sewage treatment) uses. This area is not intended for private 
marina or significant tourist commercial or resort development.  
Compatible light industrial uses may be considered adjacent to 
the sewage treatment plant. The community may consider re-
designation on advancement of a comprehensive plan that 
addresses the policies and guidelines of this OCP. The high point 
of the island should be considered for its potential for emergency 
evacuation (e.g., in conjunction with a future park or open space 
at the summit of the island); 

  

Policy 3.175 Francis Island is recognised as the symbolic 
entrance to the Harbour. It should not be developed, without 
intensive investigation of environmental, hazard and 
archaeological considerations. Access to the beach on the island 
and a trail around the edge of the Island for recreational 
purposes may be further explored.   

The Island is zoned as Rural Reserve Residential. Acknowledge 
the private ownership of Francis Island by permitting up to one 
single family residential dwelling, without secondary suite, B&B, 
vacation rental or tourist commercial uses. 

Encourage and explore means of preservation, and maximum 
tree retention, with limited public access, including as an amenity 
for more intensive development of adjacent lands.  Schedule A 
designates the long-range land use of the island as Parks and 
Open Space. This reflects that the District is open to discussions 
on potential acquisition of Francis Island for designation and 
preservation as park land is also supported. 

Policy 3.176 The area referred to as District Lot 281 has evolved 
into a premier location for tourist commercial development as 
well as single and multi-family homes. Its prominent position next 
to Big Beach and its south-west orientation makes this a valuable 
and defining neighbourhood requiring attention in the form and 
character of developments.  The spectacular landscape sloping 
gently to the ocean allows impressive vistas for visitors and home 
owners alike. A sensitive approach must be exercised to avoid 
over-cutting trees at the expense of the area’s natural beauty, for 
enjoyment by all residents and visitors, and to protect the natural 
environment.  

 






