
 

 
 

2017 VANCOUVER ISLAND EMERGENCY 

PREPAREDNESS CONFERENCE 
20 Meters in 20 Minutes 

The District of Ucluelet will host the 2017 Vancouver Island Emergency Preparedness (VIEP) Conference 
with the theme “20 Meters in 20 Minutes”, which represents the dynamic risk and sheer reality for west 
coast communities located within BC’s seismic activity zone if confronted with a catastrophic quake.    
The District of Ucluelet`s Emergency Service Department, with the support of Ucluelet`s Emergency 
Network, established the slogan in 2013 to stress the importance to residents and visitors that after the 
shaking stops from a Cascadia Subduction Zone event, there will be approximately 20 minutes to 
evacuate to high ground prior to the arrival of the first tsunami waves.  
 
As a remote island community, Ucluelet and neighbouring communities located within BC’s southwest 
seismic activity zone will have specific emergency management needs in the event of a CSZ event—an 
earthquake of magnitude 8 or greater followed by a tsunami. Lessons learned from the Tōhoku, 
Christchurch, Sumatra, and other relatively recent quakes have heighted awareness and provided insight 
to both geoscientists and the public of the imminent threat of a devastating megathrust earthquake and 
tsunami off the coast of BC. Kathryn Schulz outlined in her article “The Really Big One” in the New Yorker 
in 2015 that the Pacific Northwest region, an area of some 360,000 square kilometres, will suffer the 
worst natural disaster in the history of North America when the next full-margin rupture of the offshore 
fault stretching from California to BC occurs.1 Impacts to Ucluelet will be informed by the fact that 
approximately 58% of the community’s buildings and key elements of critical infrastructure are in a 
tsunami hazard zone. Depending upon the time of day and year, between one half and two-thirds of the 
resident and visitor population are at risk, and depending on the evacuation strategy, between one fifth 
and one third of the population-at-risk could be lost.2 
 
The purpose of the conference is to bring together scientists, governments, first responders, emergency 
management organizations and businesses, and emergency personnel and volunteers to discuss the goal 
of how to work together to save lives in remote communities on Vancouver Island should a CSZ event 
occur. The conference will highlight projects, practices, and research occurring in BC related to 
preparing for the next CSZ event, as well as, share best management practices, present new and 
innovative emergency preparedness initiatives, and gather leaders of emergency management to help 
support each other and learn methods to mitigate, prepare, respond, and recover from a CSZ event.  
 

                  
 
Figure 1. Ucluelet’s 20 Meters in 20 Minutes logo    Figure 2. Ucluelet’s Emergency Network logo 
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